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nent, induc'd me toa narrow En- 
Fo quiry about it: For this End I 
Elk to the Steward, who by 
Deſcription, and the Products of the Iſland, 
to me, with a 
of Curioſity, form'd fuch an 

Idea of it in my Mind, that I determin'd to 
fatiefy my ſelf with the firſt Occaſion I had of 

oing thither ; it being never hitherto deſcribed 
Sir Robert Murray. being 
ſecond and third Hands, 
B neither 


(2) 
neit} er of them ever having the Opportunity of 
being upon the Place; which I attempted feve- 
ral Times to viſit, but in vain ; until laſt Sum- 
of Mac-Leod heartily recom- | 
the Inbabitants of St. Ki 
Minifter of Harries, 
Kitda. This Oc- 


-- 

our Meaſures; we endeavour · d by the help of our 
Oars to reach the Hew-ſter Racks, ſome Four 
nes to the South-Coaſt, which we were 
not able to effect, tho we confum'd the Night 
in this vain ion. By this Time we were 
fo far advane'd in the Ocean, that after a ſecond 
Motion for our Return, it was not found practi- 
cable, eſpecially fince we could not promiſe to 
fetch any Point of Scat lud; 2 
make the beſt of our Wa for St. Ki/de, though 
labouring under the Diſadvantages of Wind 
and Tide almoſt contrary to us. Our Crew be- 
d and di with- 


came extremely fatigu 

out fight of Land for Sixteen Hours; at 

one of our Number diſcover'd ſeveral Tribes of the 
Fowls of St. Killa flying, their Courſe 
Southerly of us. which (to fome of our Crew) 
was a we had loſt our Courſe, 
by the Violence of the Flood and Wind, both 
to carry us Nertherly, thouzh we 
ſteer d by our right Meg. 

The Inhabitants of St. Mila take their Mes- 
ſures from the Flight of thoſe Fowls, when the 
Heavens are not clear, as from a ſure Compaſs, 
Experience ſhewing that every Tiibe of Fowls 
bends their Courſe to their reſpecti Ce 
though out of fight of the Ie; this appeared 


upon tn. > 

ſureſt Compaſs ; but we begg 

differ from them, though at the fame Time we 

could not deny but their Rule was as certain as 
B 2 our 


„ 


(4) 
cur Compaſs, While we were in this flate, 
one of our Number efpied the Iſle of Borere, 
near three Nerth of St. K:iida, which 
was then about four Leagues to the South of 
us; N and begot new 
Vigour in our Men, who being refreſh'd with 
Victuals, low'ring Maſt and Sail, rowed to a 
Miracle: While they were tugging at the 
Oars, we plied them with of Aqua Fite 
to fapport them, wi ofe borrow'd Spirits did 10 
far vraſte their own, that upon our Arrival at 
Borera, there were ſcarce one of our Crew able 
to manage Cable or Anchor : We arrived there, 
and put in under the Hollow of an extraordinary 
high Rock, to the North of this Ifle, which 
was all covered with a prodigious Number of 
Selan Geeie hatching in their Nefts ; the Hea- 
vens were darkned by thoſe flying above our 
Heads; their Excrements vere in ſuch 
that they gave a Tincture to the Sea, and at 
the fame Time fullied our Boat and Cloaths : 
Two of them confirmed the Truth of what has 
been frequently reported of their ſtealing from 


cne another Graſs wherewith to make their 
and 


Neſts, by us the very 
agreeable Divades, and *twas thus; One of 
thern finding his Neighboar's Neſt without the 
ow], lays hold upon the Opportunitry, and ſteals 
of it > as 2 
carry, taking his flight towards the Ocean ; 
from thence . as it 
he had made a foreign Purchaſe, but it does 
not paſs for ſnch, as Fate would have it; for 
the Owner diſcorcred the Fact, before this 


Thief 


(5) 


Theif got out of nght, and too nim 
ble for his „ e ewe 


with Fury, — —. 
A 21 ſell dead ſo near our 


Boat, that our Men took him up, and preſent- 
ly drefsd and cat him; which they reckoned 
5 an Omen and Prognoſtick of good Succels in 
this Voyage. 

We propoſed to beat St. Killa next Day, but 
our Expectation was fruſtrated by a violent 
Storm, which did almoſt drive us to the Ocean ; 
where we had incurred no ſmall Riſque, being 
no ways fitted for it; our Men laid afide all 
Hopes of Liſe, being poſſeſſed with the Belief 
that all this Misfortune from the Im- 
E hereafter) who they beheved 
had employed the Devil to raiſe this extraordi- 
nary Storm againſt Mr. 
who was to counteract him. All our A 
whether from Natural Reaſon, or the Providence 
of God, were not of Force enough to 
them to the , until it pleaſed God to 
_—_ June, and then we rowed to 

as we came cloſe the Rocks, 
ſome of the ade ve 
ployed in 
a God ſave jou, their uſual 
ing to ſec us get thither contrary to Wind and 

Tide; they were walking unconcernedly on the 
Side of this prodigious high Rock, at the fame 
Tune Pace with our Boat, to my 
9 inforwe that Iwas quickly 


s 


Miniſter, 


ſetting their Gins, welcomed us with 
admir- 


Cy. 
oblige.] to turn away my Eyes, left I ſhould 
have had the un t Spectacle of ſome of 
themfcives had no fuch Fears, for they out run 
our Boat to the Town, from thence 
brought the Steward and all the Inhabitants of 
both Sexes to receive us ; we the out- 
moſt Part of the Rock, called the Saddle; a 
Parcel of the Inhabitants were mounted upon it, 


with long : 
by Pairs into the Sea received Mr. 
and me upon their Shoulders, and carried us to 


SNA 

Number of the leſſer Eggs, 1 
Proportion; the largeſt of the Eggs i 

bigneſs to that of a Gooſe, bog roy 


of a leſſer Size. 

We had the after three Weeks Re- 
fidence, to make a Calcule of the Number of 
Eggs beſtowed upon thoſe of our Boat, and the 
Galley, the whote amount- 


imagine, that a vaſt Number of Fowk muff 
reſort here all Summer, which is yet the more 


probable if it be confidered, that every Fowl 


lays but one Egg at a Time, if allowed to batch. | 
The Inhabitants live r in alittle Vi- 
age, which carries all the of an extream 


1141 1 having 
: Doors to the North-Eaft, both on pur- 
to ſecure them from the Shocks of the 


of the South-Weſt Winds. The 
wat their Houſes are y built of Stone, 
ſhort Couples joining at the Ends of the 


Roof, upon whoſe Sides ſmall Ribs of Wood are 
Punks oh goo urge the whoic 
ſecured by Ropes made of twiſted Heath, the 
extremity of which on cach Side is poiſed with 
Stone to the Thatch from being blown 


| away by the Wind. This little Village is feat. 
ed 


C33. 
ed in a Valley ſurrounded with four NI 


which ſerve as 11122 
and are Amphi-theatres, from whence a fair 


Proſpect of the Ocean and Ifles is to be ſeen 


m a fair Day. 

This Ile is by the Inhabitants called Hirt, 
and likewiſe by all the Weſtern Iſlanders; Bu- 
chanan calls it Hirta; Sir Jahn N. 
and all Semen, call ir St. Kilda; and in Sea 
Maps St. Kzlder, 
Map from Ireland to Zealand, 
Amſterdam by Peter Goas in the Year 1663, 
wherein the the Ile of St. Killa is placed due Weft 
betwirt fifty and fixty Miles from the Middle 
of the _—_ and the Ile anſwers di to 
the fifty-cighth Degree of Northern Latitude, 
as marked upon the Ends of the Map, and from 
it lies Nalal, a ſmall Rock ſixty 
Weſtward oi St. Kilda ; the Inbabitants of this 
Place call it Roktabarrea ; ; this Map contains the 
Soundings of ſome Places near St. Kilda ; theſe 
not exceeding twenty or Fathom, it 
contains only the larger Ille, and a Part of the 
Leſſer Iſles; this Iſland is alfo called St. X:lda, 


by = Company of French and Spaniar di; who 


dey man's 10 te Ker 2.50 de, 
three Minutes. 

The Air here is 
the Hills are often covered with ambient wi ir 
Miſts, which in Winter are Fore-tunners of 
Snow, if they continue on the Tops of the 


Hills; and jp Summer, if oaly on the Tops of 
the 


——4G—— 
1 1 ' 
— . made, A 


in a Dutch Sea 
at 


to the 


their Ship at Natal in the Year 1686, which 


„ the 


Face of a 


Bp 
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— 


Tide, a 


2d with one continued 


— 
7 


a raging Sea, 


(ww) 
Rock, upon which all the Inhabitants of both 
—— join their united Force to hale 


through this Rock, having for this end a 


her 
Rope faſtned to the Fore- part; Ar 


Number of them are al o 


Side; both theſe are determined 
on 


EF. om. 
who is to warn them all 
at the fame and he ceaſes when he 
finds in convenient to give them a breathing. 
At the Head of the Bay there's a plain Sand, 
which is only to be ſeen in Summer, the Win- 
ter-Sea it all off the Stones; there is no 
landing this Place with fafety, which the 
Steward 
little Bay on the Ve Side of this Ifle, all fac'd 
with an Iron · colour d Rock; ſome Veſſels take 
ſhelter here, when the Wind is at South or 
North-Ez2ft; there is a place of the Rock here 
on the Saur. Side the Rivulet, where you may 
knd, if a Neap-Tide or Calm offer. The Sea 
s very impetuous every where about this Iſle; 
they ſhewed me rag Mo which were lately 
removed out of their and caſt into the 
Gallies Dock ; I meafured fome of them which 
were in length ſeven, others eight Foot, and 
three or four broad. 
There is a little old ruĩnous Fort on the 
South Part of the South-Eafft Bay, called, the 
Dato. It is evident from what been al- 
ready faid, that this Place may be reckon d 
among the ſtrongeſt Forts (whether natural or 
in the World; Nature has 
the, Place with Store of Ammunition for acting 
on the Defenfive; that is, a Heap of looſe 
Stones 


learn'd to his Coſt. Therewa 


(2) | 

Stones in the Top of the Hill Oterveaul, di- 
realy above the !anding-Place ; it is very eaſy 
to diſcharge Vollies of this Ammunition direct- 
ly upon the Place of Landing, and that from a 
great Height almoſt icular ; this I my- 
felf had Occafion to demonſtrate, having for 
my Diverfion put it in Practice, to the great 
Satisfaction of the Inhabitants, to whom this 
| Defence never occurr'd hitherto. They are re- 
folved to make Uſe of this for the future, to. 
keep off the Lowlanders, againſt whom of late 
they have conceived Prejudices. A few Hands 
may be capable of refiſting ſome hundreds, if 
the above-mention'd Weapons be but made uſe 
of. Thoſe four Mountains are fac'd on that 
Side which regards the Sea, with Rocks of ex- 
traordinary Height; the Hill Canagir on the 
Nerth Side, is about two hundred Fathoms 
OT —— 
which the Sea paſſes, as doth the Day- 
Light from either Side, which is viſible to any, 
thouz hat a gcod Diſtance ; ſome of them re- 
ing a large Gate: Two of theſe look to 

the South, and two North-Weſt ; that on the 
Point of the Weſt Bay is fix Fathom high above 
Water, ſour in Breadth, fifty Paces in Length 
the Top two Fathom thick, and very ſtrong, 


| pon 

There are ſeveral Veins of different Stone to 

be ſeen in the Rocks of the S- E Bay; 

upon the Nerth Side of this Rock is one as it 

were cut out by Nature, reſembling a Tarras- 

Walk. 2 grows under the Reck 
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at ; 
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CW. 
the Space betwixt this Iſle and that of Harries, 
was one continued Tract of dry Land. There 
was ſome Years ago a Pair of lange Deers-Horms 
found in the Top of Ofervean! Hill, almoſt a 
Foot under Ground; and there was likewiſe a 
wooden Diſh full of Deer's Greaſe found in the 
fame Hl under Ground. Tis alſo faid of this 
Warrior, that ſhe let looſe her Grey-hounds 
Courſe towards the oppoſite Ifles. There are 
ſeveral Traditions of this famous Amazon, 
with which I will not further trouble the Rea- 


der. 
| of excellent Foun- 


in this ſe thwe we 


is ſuppos d to derive its Name; this Water is 
not inferior to that above-mentioned, it run- 
neth to the Sauti-Eaſt from the North-Weſt. 
There is another Well within half a Mile of 


above 


(14) 
above and runneth from North-Weſt 
de having a ſtone Cover. 


22 


no Stranger : he 
ſteep Rock; the Water of it is received, as it 
falls, into the Sea; it runs towards the South- 


in ſeveral ; 
the molly Ground in the Top of the Hills. 
The whole Ifland is 


1462144731 
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(17) 
er Patellæ, being par-boiPd; they uſe likewiſe 
the Fowl called by them Bowger, its Fleſh raw; 
which the Fiſh near the leſſer Iſles catch 
ſ,metim:s they uſe the Bowger's Fleſh, and 
the Lympets Patelſz at the fame Time upon 
one Hook, and this proves ſucceſsful alſo. In 
the Month of July a confiderable Quantity of 
Mackarell run themſelves poor Ye Ara. 
with a Tide. The Ampbi 
2 TR, this latter the Inhabi- 
tants reckon very good Meat; there is no Soit of 
Trees, no, not the leaſt Shrub grows here, nor 
ever a Bee ſeen at any Time. 
| Levimis, a Rock about fourteen Paces 
and thirty in Circumſerence, narrowat the Top; 
it ſtands about half a to the South-Eaft 
Bay, and is not covered with any kind of Earth 

ot Graſs; it hath a 8 of Freſh Water ifſu- 
| ing out at the Side; this Rock, by an antient 
| Cuſtom, belongs to the Galleys Crew, but the 
above-mentioned Allowance diſpoſes them to 
i undervalue it. Betwixt the Veſ Point of St. 
Kilda, and the Ifle Saa, is the famous Rock 
Stackdonn, i. e. as much, in their ge, 
as a Miſcbievaus Rach, for it hath prov'd fo to 
ſome of their Number, who in at- 


tempting to climb it; it is much of the Form 


and Height of a Stceple; there is a very great 

and it is reckoned no ſmall gallantry 
to climb this Rock, eſpecially that Part of it 
called the Thumb, which is ſo little, that of all 
the Parts of a Man's Body, the Thumb 
can lay hold on it, and that muſt be only for 


the Space of one Minute ; during which Time 
his Feet have no Su 


pport, nor any Part of his 
Body touch * K at 


he is recorded among their greateſt ; 
2s are all the Foremen who lead the Van in 
getting up this Mi hievous Rock. 

Within Piſtol ſhot frum this Place is the Iſle 
Sea, a Mile and an half in Circumſerence, but 
contraſted narrower toward the Top, being a 
foll balf Mile in difficult Aſcent all round, 
of it covered 

aſcend ; the land- 

very hazardous, both in regard of the 
raging Sea, and the Rock that muſt be climb 5 
the Inhabitants are accuſtomed to carry 
Burthens both up it and down, and of this I 
was once a Witneſs. There is ſcarce any land- 
ing here, except in one Place, and that under 
favour ofa Weſt Wind and Neap-Tide. The 
Waves upon the Rock diſcover when it is ac- 

_ ceflible: If they appear white from St. Tila, 
the Inhabitants do not ſo much as offer to 
launch out their Boat, in order to Land in Soa, 

or 


(20) 
perpendicluarly above the Seamen, the Terror of 
which obliged them quickly to remove, aban- 
doning both Breeches and Eggs for their Safety; 
and thoſe Tarpawlin Breeches were no ſmall 
Ornament the e, wt ere all wore girded Plaids. 

About two Leagues and a half to the Narth 
of St. Nilda, is the Rock Szack-Ly, two hun- 
dred Paces in Circumference, and of a great 
Height, being a perfect Triangle turning to a 
Point at the Top; it is vifible above twenty 
diftant in a fair Day, and appcars 
blew ; there is no Graſs nor Earth to cover it, 
and it is perfectiy white with Solan Geeie fit- 
ting on and about it. One woald think it next to 


poffible to climb this Rock, which I 


vince me of the Truth of it, they bid me look 
up near the Top, where I a Stone 
2 Houſe, which the Inhabitants built 
for lodging themſelves in it in Auguft, at which 
Time the Seaſon proves inconſtant there: This 
l 
ſend a competent Number of them to whoſe 
Share the Lots fall. Theſe are to land in this 
Rock ſome Days before the Time at which the 
Solan Geeſe uſe to take wing; and if they 
neglected this Piece of Forefight, one windy 
Day might diſappoint them of five, fix, or ſeven 
leſs yearly ; ond ty 29e fo — hens, 
that they cannot be divided with reſpect to their 
Lands, as elſewhere: Therefore this is the 


Reaſon way they ſend here by Lots, 2 
W 


Stack-Ly, to the North-Eaft of it, being in 
Circumference one Mile and an half; it feeds 
about four hundred Sheep per Anz. and would 
feed more, did not the Solan Geeſe pluck a 

large Share of the Graſs for their Neſts. 
This Ide is very high and all Rock, being 
inacceſſible except in a Calm, and there is only 
one Place for landing, looking to the South. 
In the Ve End of this Iſle is Stallir-Houſe, 
which is much larger than that of the Female 
"—_ 


( 22 ) 
Warrior in St. Kilda, but of the fame Model 


in all - it is all green without like a little 
Hill : The Inhabitants there have a Tradition 
that it was built by one Stallir, who was a 
devout Hermit of St. Kilda; and had he tra- 


very forprizing Number of Fowls, the Graſs 
© the Rocks filled with them. The 


1686, which laſted but a 
it was very amazing to the poor People, who 
never felt any ſuch Commotion before, or ſince. 
To the We of Borer lies the Rock Stack- 


petuous 

are Eddies on all the 

Point where the Tides keep their duc 
„ E. Moon caufeth High Tide; the 

Spring-Tides are always at the Poll and Now 


Moon; the two Days following they are and 


true betwixt the Mule of Kantyre, and the 
Farrow Head m Strathaver. | 


my Incredulity, faying, that 
ot their Anceſizes for a Series of forend Ages 
had remarked this Obſervation to prove true; 
and for a further confirmation, appealed to the 

preſent Steward, whether he had not known 
this Obſervation to have been true, both in his 

own and his Father's Time, who was alſo 
Steward before him; and after a particular En- 
quiry upon the whole, he told me that both in 
his own and Father's Life-Time the Truth 
this Obſervation has been conſtantly believed; 
and that feveral of the Inhabitants now living 
have obſerved the Cuckow to have appeared 
after the Death of the two laſt Proprietors, and 
the two Lit Stewards, and alſo before the Ar- 
rival of Strangers ſeveral Times: It was taken 
notice of this Year before our Arrival, which 
they aſcribe to my coming there, as the only 
2 
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Line above the Fiſh, and then bending his 
piercing the Air, as an 
Board, into which 


where he is taken. The Solan 
Gooſe comes about the Middle of March with 


Breaſt all white, a thick 
crooked and i 


32 
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Figure, n 


Jaw, arcuate and 


the Bill is of two Colours, near the Head, of 
an Afſh-colour, and red towards the Point; the 
Feet are yellow, the Claws of a dark blue; all 
the Back black, Breaſt and Belly white: 
breed in Holes under Ground, and come wi 


as a Lin- I bite; 
is at the upper Part, 
the Fulmars Bill: It 
comes about the twenty-kecond of March, 
without any regard to Winds, lays its Egg 
about the twentieth of May, and produces the 
Fol towards the Middle of Ofober, then 
goes away about the End of Nevember. 
There are three Sorts of S:a-Malls here, the 
firſt of a grey Colour, in jon near to a 
Gooſe: The ſecond Sort of Malls are confide- 
rably leſs, and of a grey Colour; and the third 
Sort is a white Mall, leſs than a tame Duck; 
the Inhabitants call it Reddag ; it comes the fif- 
teenth of April with a South-Weſt Wind, lays 
its Egg about the Middle of May, and goes 
away in the Month of Auguſt. 
. The Tirma, or Sea-Pie, by the Inhabitants 
calrd Trilichen, in May, goes away in 
z if it comes the Beginning of May, it 
is a Sign of a good Summer; if later, the con- 
trary is obſerved. This Fowl is cloven-tooted, 
and conſequently fwims not. 
1 all the Sea-fowls here, that 
they are fatter in time of hatching than at other 
Times, the Salan Geeſe excepted. > 
Every Fowl lays an Egg three different 
Times (except the e and Fulmar, 
N which 


which „ 
= Fort tas tes rl 
lay but once); Ay 
| away, 
be taken 


ter, 


pared many reatures, 
ſtrip them, and juſtly obey the Preſcript of their 
Providence has given them. 


(36) 
There are ſeveral of them would be reckoned 
upon a Level with others' in their Dreſs. 

both Men and Women are well proportion- 
ed, nothing differing from thoſe of the Iles 
and Content. The preſent Generation comes 
mort of the laſt in Strength and ny. 
They ſuew'd us huge big Stones carried by the 
Fathers of ſome ot the Inhabitants now living ; 
any of which is a Burthen too heavy for any 
two of the preſent Inhabitants to raiſe from the 
Ground; and this Ch is all within the 
Compalis of locty Years. But 
this, any one inhabiting St. Kilda, is always 
ſtronger ten two of the Inhabitants 
Lelonging to the Iſle of Harries, or the adja- 
cent Iſles. Thoſe of St. Kilda have 
bat very thin Beards, and thoſe too do not ap- 
r and in 
thirty- five; * have all but 


and Bartering ; the Voice of one is the Voice 
of all the reſt, they being all of a Piece, their 


young, the Women at about 


They give ſuck to their Chil- 
dren for the Space of two Years. The moſt 
antient Perſon among them at preſent, is not 
above eighty Years of Age. 

Providence is very favourable to them in this, 
that they are not infeſted with ſeveral Diſcaſes 
which are fo predominant in the other Parts of 
* 


(39) 
landing; which is no leſs rare, than firmly be- 
Inhabitants of the adjacent Iſles. 


; 


Faſhion 


F 


F 


at Beginning, becauſe of the frequent 
uſe of it. I told them plainly, That I thought 
all this Notion of Infection was but a meer Fan- 


never any, before the Miniſter and 
heard to doubt of the Truth of it; which is 


„ —_— _ 


laſtly, 
large Meafure be af- 


ordinary 


| bliſters, and 
keep a whole Y 


they 


(41) 


Crown of it exulcerates and 
their Beards 


ulnar and the Solan Geeſe; 


may in a 
F 


the F 


groſs 
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cribed to their 
the latter of which 


fat Fowls, as 
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what the Child's Name is to be, fays 
your Father and your 


be that performs the Miniſter's Part 


K 


1 


— 


* 
on 


- 


Mother, in the 
Holy Gheft ; then the Sponſor takes the Child in 
his Arms, as doth his Wife as Godmother, and 


: 
4 


4 
If 
| 
1 
| 
; 


. 


ſtowed on them in a Treat; there is another be- 
ſtowed on them upon St. Calumba t Day, the 
ſiſteenth of une We had a ſhare of this ſecond 
Treat. The Stewards Retinue conſiſt of forty, 
fifty, or fixty Perſons, and among them, per- 
haps, the moſt meagre in the Pariſh are carried 
_ thither to be recruited with good Chear; but 
this Retinue is now retrenched, as alſo ſame of 
Inhabitants until the Time that the Salan 


Charge of the 
Geeſe 
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| 
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Head; after theſe three Strokes he has done the 


utmoſt that is required ot him by their ancient 
Cuſtoms. dent. ado wad. 


me 
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me this Paſſage) what if the Steward give him 

but one Blow over the Crown? he anſwered, 

That the Inhabitants would not be fatisfied if 

he did not fo far plead as to irritate the Steward 
to give both a ſecond and third Blow. I 


riangle, and furrowed twice round; 

ie ol liged to furniſh the 

Steward with Mutton, or Beef, to his Dinner 

every Sunday during ws Refidence in the 
Iſland, 

Notwithſtanding theſe reciprocal Acts of 

Kindneſs, this Officer muſt be allowed to go in 

Quality of an Envoy to Mack-Leed againſt the 


Steward, upon extraordinary Occaſions, if the 


(51) 
Commenneadh kev any Crimnces to mink 
as that of the Amir now - but the 
Commiſſion given him i: limited, he whele 
Boat's Crew being joined in Commiſſion with 
him, and are a Check upon him, left bis De- 
en the Hacked might be apt to 
biaſs him; he makes his Entry very ſubmiſſive- 
ly, taking off his Bonnet at a great Diſtance 
when he appears in Mack-Leod's Preſence, 
bowing his Head and Hand low near to the 
Ground; his Retinue doing the like behind him 
one after another, making, as it were, a Chain; 
this being their Manner of Walking both at 
Home and abroad; for they Walk not a-breaſt 
as others do; and in their Purchaſe a- 


mong the Rocks, one leads the Van, and the 


reſt follow. 
The Number of People inhabiting this Iſle 


t, is above One hundred and eighty, 
who in the Steward's Abſence are by 
one Donald Mack-Gill-Colm, as their Meijre, 
wich impgres on Offi. er: This Officer was an- 
choſen, or at leaft a of by the 
People, before the Steward ſettled him in his 
Office; but now the Stewards have the Nomi- 
nation o him abſolutely: He is Prefident over 
them in all their Debates, takes care that the Lots 
de managed impart::\ly, that none to whoſe Share 
they fall have cauſe to repine, whether it be 
for the Stewards Service, or that of the Com- 


monwealth ; the uſe of the Lots, together with 
the Crucifix, do mightily contribute to their 
Peace and Quiet, keeping every one within his 
proper Bounds. It muſt needs be a very odd 
1 os 7 Cale 


CI 
Caſe indeed that falls nat within the compaſs of 
theſe two to determine. When any Caſe 
and it is capable of being decided 
Oath of the Parties, then the Crucifix muſt de- 
termine the Matter; and if it ſhould prove to be 
a Caſe of the higeſt of them is 
at to refer it to his Net 


, any 

ithout any Suſpicion of Perjury ; —＋ the 
— the Crucifix with their 
Right-hand be obſerved ; and this is always 
If any Man i guilty of beating his Neigh- 
hour, be is labs bs © Fine net exceeding the 
Value of two Shillings: 
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hap- 
other, and fo both fall 


the Commonwealth, 


The Ropes belong to 


the Rocks; they join ſometimes at 


the lower end two Ropes, one of which they 
tie about the Middle of one Climber, and an- 


Piece; this they twiſt round the ordi- 
Rope of Hemp, which ſecures it from 


aſſiſt one another in caſe of a fall; tut 
the Sea; but if they eſcape (as they do com- 


monly of late) they get an incredible Number 


to pull down the 
NEED 
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other about the middle of another, that theſe | 


being cut by 
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able to their Lands and Rocks; every 
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124101 


2 excepted from being obliged to draw 
| There is but ene Steel and Tinder-Box in all 
this Commonwealth ; the Owner whereof fails 
Occaſion of ſtriking Fire in 


They have likewiſe a Pot-Penny Tax, 
which is exacted in the fame Manner as the 
Fire- Penny was, but is much * 


Batchelor- 


the Lintel of this Door, 


is by an 


Tiermale 


| vens; for when it is clear or 
Quarter, it is 2 


Ife Waves in the Bay make a Noiſe as 
they break before they beat upon the Shore, it 
is alſo an infallible Forerunner of a Ne Wind; 
if a black Cloud appears above the South Side 
of the Bay, a South Wind follows forme Hours 
afterwards. It is obſerved of the Sea betwixt 
that it rages more with a Nertb Wind, than 

when 
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ted him, that 


Lands alſo, the 
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they eſpied 
in a Shirt, 


Coat and Pad, i 


thirty of the 


in the Iſle Sos, 


— 


a grey 


There 


one Day 
a Man 


ſecond Sight, except Roderick the a 
one Woman, and the told her Neighbours that 
ſhe faw, ſome Weeks before our coming, a 
Boat (different from that of the Steward) with 
r drawing near to their 
1 | 


| habitants of St. Kilde in 
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An Account of oneRoderick, ſuppoſed 

to have bad > with 4 
Tit John the Baptiſt with 
new Revelations and Diſcoveries. 


All of them, Young as well as Old, both 
— 0 They 28 
Account; did Con- 
gratulate the Miniſter's Arrival, and at the fame 
Time declared their Abhorrence of the Im- 
s Delafions, and with repeated Inſtances 
d for the Lord's fake that he might be for 
ever roman out ONE 
Impoſtor is a comely well-proportioned 
Fellow, Red-haired, and exceeding all the In- 


Sc. He is illiterate, and under the fame Cir- 
cumſtances with his i for he had 
not ſo much as the of ever 
any of the N gern Illes; „ 


only 


ns 

was fent by him who is the Father of Lies, 
and was a Murtberer from the | 
He commanded that every Family ſhould 
flay a Sheep upon the Threſhold of their Doors, 
but a Knife muſt not ſo much as touch it, he 
would have them only make uſe of their crouk- 
ed for their Inftruments to kill them 
with; for which, if duly conſidered, there is 
more the with which 
he commanded the Neck to be cut be- 


ing almoſt half an Inch Now this was 
to be done in the Excning, and if either Young 
or Old had taſted a bit of the Meat of it that 


Night, the equivalent Number of were 
to be flain the following Day, after the former 
Manner. 

He forbid the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer, 
Creed, and ten Commandments; and inftead 
of them preſcri Diabolical Forms of his 
own. His Prayers and 
were often blended with the Names of God, 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and the immaculate Vir- 
gin; he uſed the rid Word Pherfichen, i. e. 
Verſes, which is not known in St. Kiida, nor 
in the North-Weſt Iles, to ſuch as can 
read the id Tonguc. But that which ſeems 
to be moſt in his obſcure Prayers, 
was his ELI with the Character 
of our Preſerver. He uſed feveral 
Words in his Prayers; 
tell the meaning bimſelf; faying that 
he had received them implicitly EY ws 
Basti, and delievered them before his 
dad. 


He 


cal Forms 


of wid bs lt ne : 


ber. 
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He tavght the Women a devout Hymn, 
which he called the Virgin Mary's, as fent from 
This Hymn was never delivered in pub- 
lick, but always in a private Houſe, or fome 
remote Place where no Eye could fee them but 
that of Heaven: He the Innocent 
Women that it was of fuch Merit and Efficacy 


of their Number acknowledged to the Mini- 
Ile previ his Auditory, 

_ He to all long 
Rhymes, which he called Pſalms; theſe he or- 
dinanily ſung at his Rhapſodical Preachments. 
| He endeavoured to alter the common Way 
of burying, which was by the Faces 
of the Dead to the Ba, and would have per- 
| ſuaded them to place them to the South, and 
that he might prevail the more with them fo to 
do, he placed the Bodies of thoſe of his own 
Family who happened to die, facing the South, 
yet the Inhabitants would not follow his Ex- 
ample in this, but continued in their former 
Practice. 

He perſuaded the Women, that if in all 
Things they complicd with his new Revela- 
tion, they ſhould be undoubtedly carried to 
ere 


were to paſs through th: Firmament riding up- 
-_ 


| devout Hymn 
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had in great Reputation, prevai 
certo patch up a Friendſhip 


the Continuance of it, condeſcended to be the 
Impoſtor's , 2.6.8 at the Baptiſm of 
one of his Children; of which Ceremony there 


is an Account already given: When there is no 
Opportunity of being Sponſor to one another, 
and it is neceſſaty to enter into Bonds of Friend- 
ſhip at Baptiſm, the Inhabitants of the Vet- 
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ſach Thing practiſed in any of the Weſtern Iles 
upon a religious Account. The Impoſtor in- 


LE 


af 


by 


ſpecial Providence, a Boy 
riet, called ahm (who had ſtaid with his Fa- 
ther a Year in St. Milla, and was employed in 
mending of their Boat happened to go into the 
Houſe where Roderick was preaching after his 
uſual Manner; the Boy lurked in the Dark, 
and gave his Father an Account of what he had 
heard, fo far as he could remember; all which 
the Boy's Father communicated to the Steward 
upon his Arrival, who being highly concerned 
at the Relation given him, carried Naderici 
along with him to the Iſie of Sky before the 
late Mack-Leed, who being informed of this 
Fellow's Impoſtures, did forbid him from that 


Tune 
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